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in Lent, were indeed used to support the charge of
high treason against him.

The Puritans, however, remained in the minority at
Oxford, The part which she would take in the
Civil War was never
doubtful. Laud had
filled the chief posts
of the University
with carefully chosen
High Churchmen of
great ability. Ox-
ford was committed
to the doctrines of
passive obedience, and
fast rooted in the
tenets of the Angli-
can Church. The
University pressed
upon Parliament the
duty of maintaining
Episcopacy and the
Cathedrals. The
contemptuous treat-
ment their arguments
met with was con-
trasted with the reply
of Charles, that " he
would rather feed on bread and water than mingle any
part of God's patrimony with his own revenues."
Learning and studies, he maintained, must needs perish
if the honours and rewards of learning were destroyed;
nor would the monarchy itself stand long if the
hierarchy perished. "No Bishop, no King! "

Parliament, it was felt, had shown unfriendly feeling
towards the University. The town, headed by
Alderman John Nixon, had most unmistakably shown
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